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Background Knowledge from Secondary I, II, III
Deforestation Theme

	Names the characteristics that define a habitat (e.g. geographic location,

climate, flora, fauna, proximity of man-made constructions)

	Describes physical adaptations that enable animals and plants to improve their chances of survival (e.g. coat colour matched to the environment, shape

of leaves)


	Describes the habitat of certain species

	Describes behavioural adaptations that enable animals and plants to improve

their chances of survival (e.g. movement in groups, phototropism)


	Names the characteristics that define an ecological niche (e.g. habitat, diet,

daily rhythms)

	Describes the stages in the evolution of living organisms


	Describes the ecological niche of an animal species

	Classifies soils based on their composition (e.g. sand, clay, organic material)


	Names the characteristics that define a species (common physical

characteristics; natural, viable and fertile reproduction)

	Describes the distribution of fresh water and salt water on the Earth's surface

(e.g. glaciers contain inaccessible fresh water)


	Distinguishes between a population and a species

	Describes the main interactions between the hydrosphere and the

atmosphere (e.g. heat exchanges, climate regulation, meteorological phenomena)


	Calculates the number of individuals of a species in a given territory

	Locates the main layers of the atmosphere (troposphere, stratosphere,

mesosphere, thermosphere)


	Describes the main characteristics of the three parts of the internal structure

of the Earth (crust, mantle, core)

	Describes the composition of pure air at sea level (nitrogen, oxygen, carbon

dioxide, water vapour)


	Defines the lithosphere as the outer shell of the Earth comprising the crust and the upper mantle

	Describes the relationships between the atmosphere and certain human activities (e.g. recreation, transportation, energy consumption)


	Describes the main relationships between the lithosphere and human activity

(e.g. survival, agriculture, mining, land-use planning)

	Describes different types of erosion (e.g. soils dried by the wind, fragmentation of rocks caused by water freezing and thawing)

	Describes relationships between relief (topology) and geological and geophysical phenomena (e.g. the retreat of a glacier causes the formation of a plain)

	Describes the formation of three types of rock: igneous, metamorphic,

sedimentary


	Describes the effect of relief on human activities (e.g. transportation, construction, sports, agriculture)

	Classifies rocks by method of formation (e.g. granite is an igneous rock, lime is a sedimentary rock, slate is a metamorphic rock)

	Defines fossils as traces of organisms preserved for the most part in sedimentary rock
	Distinguishes between rocks and minerals


	Names basic minerals based on their properties (e.g. colour, hardness, magnetism)
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