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Significant Digits*
Digits ARE significant:

1) Non-zero digits (e.g. 247)

2) Zeros between non-zero digits (e.g. 123089)

3) Zeros at the end of a number ONLY if followed by a decimal point (e.g. 12.00)
Digits ARE NOT significant when:

1) Zeros placed before other digits are called leading zeros (e.g. 0.000134)

2) Zeros after a non-zero digit but NOT with a decimal (e.g. 18 000)
Calculations involving significant digits:

ADDITION and SUBTRACTION

· The number of significant digits in the final answer must be the same as the fewest number of digits after the decimal. 

(e.g. 1.26 + 0.3 = 1.29 = 1.3 because your answer must have only one digit after the decimal.)

MULTIPLICATION and DIVISION

· The number of significant digits is the final answer is equal to the fewest number of significant  digits in the calculation.

(e.g. 19.40 x 0.71 = 13.774 = 14 because there are only 2 s.f. in the value. )
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